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Automatisch generierte Beschreibung]
Vienna Museum of Science and Technology 

The Vienna Museum of Science and Technology is the biggest technical museum in Austria and presents multiple facets of technology with unique historical artifacts as well as with state-of-the-art innovations. At the Vienna Museum of Science and Technology, visitors can playfully explore technological and scientific phenomena through and broaden their horizon and knowledge. Visitors are invited to not only discover the aspects of technology, but also its economic, political and cultural dimensions, examining the complex relationship between human, technology and environment. The different areas of the exhibition pinpoint different views in the ongoing controversy about the process of technological development. The objective is to demonstrate that technological development is a social process, and is not – as was previously assumed – subject to its own laws.

 Our mission
Technology and science are key drivers of our society. They are all around us and determine our daily lives. Our cultural mission is to publicly reflect upon the developments of technology and science and their contemporary effects on society. With the Österreichische Mediathek (Austrian Media Library), we preserve Austria’s audio-visual heritage. Creating an integral connection between historical objects and documents as well as interactive elements in exhibitions is our signature feature. At the interface between past and future, the Technisches Museum Wien (Vienna Museum of Science and Technology) invites visitors to discover, experience and reflect on different fields of technology and the history of technology, catering to all ages and interests. Our goal is to encourage and enable our visitors – especially children and young adults – to take an active part in shaping future developments. Fun ways and methods of knowledge transfer make it possible to literally get to grips with technology. We assist in navigating the dynamic and lively field of experimentation and research. By offering a wide range of online services, we also act as a virtual learning and research platform, illustrating the complementary interaction of analogue and digital technologies.

[image: ] Our guiding principle: Sustainable development
As Austria’s largest museum of science and technology, we see ourselves as a place of learning and discourse within society that bridges the realms of science, education, economy and society. Our work is guided by the notion of “sustainability” in an effort to act in a future-oriented and socially effective manner. 
By way of a framework definition, we are guided by the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs for short) adopted by the United Nations (UN). These goals represent a globally recommended agenda for sustainable development by 2030, in which 17 goals with ecological, economic and social fields of action have been defined.


The objectives and values of the museum

[image: ] Sustainability
To meet the major challenges of our time, we want to encourage our visitors to contribute their visions to models of the future. To convey the necessary critical understanding of technical and social processes, we therefore offer a platform for reflection and discussion that is based on the idea of sustainability. The connection of the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals with our objects and our expertise provides food for critical thought and insightful perspectives. Our commitment to sustainability is also taken into account in the museum’s operations, for which we were awarded the Austrian Ecolabel as early as 2020. 

[image: ] Innovation
We put innovation at the centre of all our activities: We want to not only stimulate the public discourse on technological developments and their interactions with society, but also promote forward-looking skills and enthusiasm for the STEM fields. 

[image: ] Anchored in present and future
Due to the increasingly rapid pace of scientific and social change, the very concept of the museum also needs to be anchored more firmly in both the present and the future. Current issues are put into context with historical objects, deepening the basic understanding of technological and socio-political processes and putting fears about the future and technology into perspective. As a place of encounter and exchange, we also offer a platform for critical reflection and visionary development strategies. 

[image: ] Access and participation
To enable social participation on a broad scale, we develop mobile education formats and intensify our activities in online education, aiming to reach socio-economically disadvantaged groups through interactive and participatory cooperation formats. 

[image: ] International perspective
In a globalised world, forward-looking social issues demand a way of thinking that is networked at international level. Within the framework of cooperation ventures, research and exhibition projects are given a clear international orientation. 

[image: ] Gender-informed action
We see it as our responsibility to contribute to gender balance in science and technology and to promote the deconstruction of stereotypes. This commitment is reflected in the museum’s collection strategy, exhibition and educational concepts and operations. 
Applied museum studies

[image: ] Research Institute
The strength of the Technisches Museum Wien (Vienna Museum of Science and Technology) lies in applied museum research and research communication to a broad audience. All research activities run together at the Research Institute. In keeping with the museum’s guiding principle, the Research Institute (established in 2021) is dedicated to exploring, making accessible and communicating science and technology. Its work is based on the current priorities in the museum’s collection, exhibition, education and conservation activities, but is also a source of new ideas in these areas. The institute serves as a non-university centre for research projects and as an open science partner for researchers, students and other interested parties, aiming to provide maximum access to institutional knowledge production and management. The institute encourages thoughtful and institutionally critical museum work and promotes it especially in the fields of digitisation, diversity, gender and sustainability. 
 
Research focus areas: 
· Software Collection
· Science Corner
· Open Science
· The Museum in a Colonial Context
· Nazi Provenance Research
· Focus Gender

Scientific Archive/Scientific Library
Since it was founded, the Vienna Museum of Science and Technology has housed a scientific library and archive with a number of specialized collections. The wealth of materials to be found here provides useful information for scientific work and research involving the history of science, nature, technology and industry. The Information and Documentation Office is open to all those interested in the history of technology.
The new reading room is equipped with a thoroughly modern infrastructure, a reference library of selected materials and a large collection of periodicals. Literature and data about the past and present of natural science and technology are available here, from children’s books to technical handbooks and specialized journals on all aspects of technological progress and related issues.
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